Wayne State University-College of Education

Lesson Plan Format, 5050 Dance Unit
Teacher: Gretchen Morris-Archinal Date: 4/14/2014 Setting: 4th grade Classroom School: Trombly Elementary District: Grosse Pointe Public Schools Grade Level: 4th Topic/Unit: Dance through History Lesson Title: Dancing Today – Culminating 4th Lesson Core Subject: Social Studies 
I. Purpose:   To teach how the way we dance reflects the time period and the cultural norms of that time frame.  This is includes both the way we as individuals dance as well as how dance is performed (i.e. ballet, modern, jazz, folk, etc.)
Students will use dance to interpret current events or recent history based on their research.
II. Benchmarks 

Dance GLCE’s - ART.D.III.4.4   Demonstrate the ability to create a dance study to present to peers, then analyze and discuss the process used.
ART.D.II.4.1 With musical accompaniment, demonstrate the ability to make a dance sentence that has beginning, middle, and end in personal and general spaces using axial and 

locomotor movements. 

GLCE’s from Cores - 4 – H3.0.4   Draw upon stories, photos, artifacts, and other primary sources to compare the life of people in towns and cities in Michigan and in the Great Lakes region during a variety of time periods from 1837 to the present (e.g., 1837-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-2000). (G)
III. Learning Resources and Materials 

Teacher materials: CD player, cd of “Moving to Learn”, 
Student materials: Current magazines like People, Vogue, and New Yorker – Those that reference our culture/history.  Current newspapers
IV. Development of Lesson

Pre-Teaching activities-Classroom modification:  Move desks to perimeter of the room; pictures of people dancing at different periods in history.  Make sure that magazines are school appropriate - remove content that may not be appropriate for 4th grade.
Introduction:  How do you begin and how do you engage students? Can you believe that we’re almost done with this unit?  We’ve learned so much about both Michigan History and Dance.  What has been your favorite time period so far?  What about your favorite dance?
Methods/Procedures:  How do you develop this experience?
· Teacher Instructions:  
· Pretend that you are a historian looking back at 2014.  
· What would the dance of 2014 look like?  
· I want you to get into your groups and use the magazines and newspapers that I’ve provided as your source materials for your look back at 2014.  
· After you’ve looked at the sources, I want you and your group to come up with a dance that is reflective of 2014.  
· Be prepared to answer questions on why you added certain elements.  
· Also make sure that the movements are school appropriate.  
· We will be using the Learn to Move CD, so you don’t have to worry about coming up with music.  
· Your dance should be between 2 and 3 minutes long.
· Have students return to the research groups that they have been part of for this unit.

· Pass out rubric to each student (Creative Arts Checklist – Dance Assessment and Group Work Rubric.
· Each group will have 30 minutes to research and develop their dance.
· They may use current periodicals that have been provided.

· They may use internet to do some research.

· They must pick a track from Learn to Move CD
· The last 30 minutes of the time period is for presenting the dance and asking questions.  Each group will have approximately 5 minutes allotted to them for presentation and interaction with peers.
· Questions might include:

· Why did you include this particular element?

· What does that element mean to you?

· What does that element reflect about culture/history in 2014?

· How did you come up with your dance?

· What does your dance mean to you and to your group?

Student Work Period:  What do students do independently from you?  The students will independently research, develop and present a dance.  I will be available for consultation and questions.
V.  Accommodations/Adaptations: 
· Students may use head phones if music is too loud

· If hearing impaired, they will have personal amplifiers to hear and feel the beat and will be paired with a student to interpret.

· Research groups will be set up to include a range of learners and different types of learning styles.  Students will be encouraged to be peer mentors for each other in the groups, so that all students are included in the project.

· Reports can be modified to be oral or written as needed.

VI. Assessment/Evaluation:  How do you know what is being learned? 

· A rubric will used to access each group. – Creative Arts Checklist – Dance Assessment
· A student self-evaluation and reflection will also be used. – Group Work Rubric as well as a written reflection in their journal.
VII. Closure 

Wow, can you believe that this unit is over?  What was your least favorite part?  What could we do differently next time?  What should we definitely keep?  Thanks for the feedback.  It’s time to get ready for lunch, so let’s move the desk back to where they belong and pick up any other messes we made in this morning.
VIII. Teacher Reflection 
	Creative Arts Checklist
	Dance Assessment

	Student_________________________
	Date______________

	Products and Performance
	Performance Level

	 
	Expert
	Highly Skilled
	Growing
	Novice
	Non-
Participant

	Improvises dance movement to explore ideas
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Uses all three elements of dance: time, space, and energy to create movement phrases
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Shows evidence of idea, topic, or story, by choice of movement
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Shows clear beginning, middle, end. Evidence of an organizational dance form: narrative, ABA, theme and variation, etc
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Applies compositional principles: unity, contrast, etc
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Uses time wisely
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Works well with others
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 

Rubric (performance-level criteria)

Expert: Goes beyond what is expected. Can evaluate own work and progress to make aesthetic decisions and add personal insights. Shows boldness, original ideas and high energy. The product or performance stands apart.

Highly Skilled: Uses skills effectively. Work is polished and shows creativity, but student is not a risk-taker. Student stays within comfortable boundaries.

Growing: Still practicing the use of skills and material. Shows evidence of growth and movement to a higher performance level. Student is eager to learn or improve, but shows no evidence of personal ideas or input.

Novice: Lacks organization and effort. Student is unsure and tends to copy others' examples.

Non-participant: Student does not participate.

Parent's/Guardian's signature ________________________________________

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/artsed/resources/handbook/dance/14creative
	Group Work Rubric

	 
	Outstanding (4)
	Good Work (3)
	Caution (2)
	Needs Work (1)

	Collaboration
	All group members shared ideas and listened respectfully to one another.
	All group members participated but did not always respectfully share and listen to ideas.
	One or two group members dominated the process and did not allow others to share ideas or listen respectfully to others.
	The group did not collaborate at all to share ideas or listen respectfully to one another.

	Participation
	All group members participated in the choreography process equally.
	Most group members participated in the choreography process equally.
	One or two members dominated the choreography process and therefore prevented others from contributing.
	Members did not participate in the choreography process.

	Individual Contributions
	I feel that I fully contributed to my group. I was responsible for:   
	I feel that I contributed to my group, but I could have done more. I was personally responsible for:
	I feel that I did not contribute much to my group at all. I was personally responsible for:
	I did not contribute to my group at all.


Collaboration_____ Participation_____ Individual Contribution_____

TOTAL SCORE_____
(Average of totals for each component of the rubric)

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/artsed/resources/handbook/dance/16group
Lesson 1 - Dancing through Time

Purpose – To teach how the way we dance reflects the time period and the cultural norms of that time frame.  This is includes both the way we as individuals dance as well as how dance is performed (i.e. ballet, modern, jazz, folk, etc.)

Grade – 4th 

Social Studies Standard

4 – H3.0.4 Draw upon stories, photos, artifacts, and other primary sources to compare the life of people in towns and cities in Michigan and in the Great Lakes region during a variety of time periods from 1837 to the present (e.g., 1837-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-2000). (G)

Dance Standard

ART.D.IV.4.3 Ask parents or some other adult about dances done in their community when they were younger. Ask if the person will teach you the dance and tell you about it. Share your findings with your classmates. 
ART.D.IV.4.4 Students research information on a social dance of choice. 

Activity – students will research about dances from different time periods and how it reflected the culture at the time.  Examples include: waltz, tango, square dancing, Charleston, swing, twist, Macarena.  

Lesson 2 – Leaving a Legacy of Dance and History
Purpose – To teach how the way we dance reflects the time period and the cultural norms of that time frame.  This is includes both the way we as individuals dance as well as how dance is performed (i.e. ballet, modern, jazz, folk, etc.)
This lesson adds videotaping to record the groups findings.
Grade – 4th 

Social Studies Standard

4 – H3.0.4 Draw upon stories, photos, artifacts, and other primary sources to compare the life of people in towns and cities in Michigan and in the Great Lakes region during a variety of time periods from 1837 to the present (e.g., 1837-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-2000). (G)

Dance Standard

ART.D.IV.4.3 Ask parents or some other adult about dances done in their community when they were younger. Ask if the person will teach you the dance and tell you about it. Share your findings with your classmates.
ART.D.IV.4.4 Students research information on a social dance of choice. 

ART.D.II.4.5 Students will be introduced to the use of a camera to record movement and given an explanation of the use of tracking. 

Activity – The groups will put together a video recording of the information found as part of their report developed in lesson 1 – Dancing through Time.  The groups will record a demonstration and teaching of their particular dance for the viewer.  The Moving to Learn CD will provide the beat and rhythms for the students to use to teach the dance. The videos are then shown to classmates, parents and other stakeholders during a celebration of Michigan. 

Lesson 3 - Having a Ball!
Purpose – To teach how the way we dance reflects the time period and the cultural norms of that time frame.  This is includes both the way we as individuals dance as well as how dance is performed (i.e. ballet, modern, jazz, folk, etc.)
This lesson adds comparing and contrasting of both the dance and the historical time period the dance is performed.  
Grade – 4th 

Social Studies Standard

4 – H3.0.4 Draw upon stories, photos, artifacts, and other primary sources to compare the life of people in towns and cities in Michigan and in the Great Lakes region during a variety of time periods from 1837 to the present (e.g., 1837-1900, 1900-1950, 1950-2000). (G)

Dance Standard

ART.D.IV.4.3 Ask parents or some other adult about dances done in their community when they were younger. Ask if the person will teach you the dance and tell you about it. Share your findings with your classmates.
ART.D.IV.4.4 Students research information on a social dance of choice. 

ART.D.III.4.6 Students learn two social dances, such as the twist and the waltz, and discuss the similarities and differences in terms of one of the elements of dance.
Activity – Students will have a ball teaching each other their dances and about the time period they came from.  Groups will be paired up so that each group will have time to learn the other dances. After learning the dance, the groups will then fill out a worksheet comparing and contrasting the historical times around the dance but also the elements that make up the dance itself.  









